exquisitely painful j nor is it, probably, ever wholly unaccompanied by inflammatory action in the latter structure. It does, however, occasionally happen that on the sudden exposure of the internal cavity by the breaking down of the thin layer of softened and carious bone which protected it, and more especially if pressure be applied by the injudicious introduction of some substance by way of stopping, that suppuration very speedily ensues.
If, under these circumstances, the substance which has been introduced to seal up the cavity be now removed, so as to allow the free discharge of the pus, the inflammatory action appears to subside, and the lining membrane becomes the seat of permanent abscess. This, though it is not susceptible of a radical cure, being unaccompanied by any considerable tenderness, does not interfere with the usefulness of the tooth, the secretion of pus being very minute, scarcely amounting to a spot in the twenty-four hours, and any inconvenience arising from its communicating an unpleasant odo^ or taste may be easily obviated by introducing a pledget of dry soft lint. [June, the cavity. On removing the cotton which was then in the tooth I discovered, on the under surface of it, a minute discoloured spot, and on examining the floor of the cavity, an almost microscopic foramen might be traced communicating with the central cavity (cavitas pulpae). On further inquiry it appeared that about twelve months since this tooth had been filled by a country practitioner, and although up to that period it had never been more than occasionally uneasy, the most intense agony supervened after the lapse of about twelve or fourteen hours, with throbbing or "jumping" headache, and increasing febrile excitement, until the stopping, to which the symptoms were so distinctly referred, was removed. The inflammation and tenderness now quickly subsided, but from that period a minute quantity of pus had been observed upon the under surface of the cotton. Being in possession of these particulars, I somewhat reluctantly complied with the wish of my patient, feeling pretty certain that a repetition of the operation, though at this distance of time, would only reproduce the old train of symptoms. However, as he was unwilling to part with the tooth, and the attention it required in its present state being irksome, I resolved at once to fill up the cavity, and yet to allow a vent for the minute quantity of pus that still continued to be secreted. Accordingly, having "domed up" a piece of tin-foil, folded six times upon itself, and placed it like an inverted cup over the opening which allowed the escape of the pus, by which I should avoid pressing upon the internal membrane, I proceeded to complete the stopping in the usual way. This was done without the slightest pain being produced, either during or after the operation, and I now purposed to provide for the discharge of matter by drilling a fine canal through the mass of stopping, taking an oblique direction forwards. Of the necessity of this precaution I could not very readily convince my patient, who requested that it might at least be deferred until some uneasiness should seem to demand it. By the next morning, however, the old symptoms having in some degree begun to present themselves, he was very glad to resort to it. On penetrating the little cup shaped support in the centre, I withdrew my drill and found it tinged with matter, and the relief was instantaneous and complete.
It may be said that much has not been accomplished, no cure has been effected. I answer none was attempted, because I believe it to be impossible (at least in the present state of dental surgery) completely to arrest the suppurative process when once established under such circumstances and in such situation. What has been accomplished is this: a tooth which in any other manner would seem to contra-indicate the operation, has been stopped, and thus not only prevented from affording a lodgment for putrescent particles of food, &c. and protected from their decomposing action upon itself, but restored to its perfect functions as a tooth. The little canal constitutes, in fact, a silver tube, which prevents the pus, in its escape, from coming in contact with the dentine or tooth-bone. To H.
